'IRAQ,
where the electoral body is not so amenable to control as else-
where, the confidential orders of the Government to the provin-
cial officials proved sufficient to secure the election of its candi-
dates whether they were residents of the district or even known
there. Thus in 1925, all but four of the government candidates
were returned, Uvo of these being from Baghdad Liwa.1 In 1928
the deputies returned from Basra, 'Amara, Diyala, Dulaim, Hilla
and cArbil LiwSs were government nominees.- Of the thirteen
Baghdad deputies, all but five were Government candidates.
In these two elections, as well as in that of 1930, a number of
Opposition candidates were conscientiously included by the
Government on the principle advocated by the King that
talented members of the Opposition would raise more
difficulties outside Parliament from feelings of personal
dissatisfaction than if they were actually members. Thus in
1928, half of the twenty-two Opposition members returned
to the Chamber had been previously given the government
coupon.
The deputies, on the other hand, by their pronencss to con-
sider parliamentary office as a means to personal aggrandise-
ment, persistently refused the opportunity to win the respect
and confidence of the nation. In 1925, it had been somewhat
difficult to secure candidates to come forward. It soon became
apparent, however, that deputyship meant an assured income
and, even more attractive, the exercise of influence. In 'Iraq,
as in other countries, the principal value attached to official
position has been its effectiveness in securing official favours and
financial gain.
Examination of the statute books of clraq, not only from 1925
to 1932 but also to the present date, seems to suggest that the
deputies have not failed to make free use of their position.
Many of the financial measures granting remission of arrears in
1 Baghdad Times, June xoth, 1925. These four, with five others, were,
according to a confidential report of the time, accounted to be * unsatisfactory
from the British standpoint',
* Cf. Baghdad Times, May loth, 19258,
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